
April 3, 2018 
 
Official Proceedings of the Norman County Board of Commissioners 
 
Chairman Bommersbach called the meeting to order at 9:15 a.m. with the Pledge of Allegiance.  All commissioners were in 
attendance.   
 
Chairman Bommersbach asked if there were any additions or deletions to the agenda.  Commissioner Gunderson made a motion 
to adopt the agenda with additions.  Commissioner Redland seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   
 
Chairman Bommersbach asked if everyone had the opportunity to read the minutes of the March 22nd meeting.  Chairman 
Bommersbach noted he felt Shawn Larsen’s name was misspelled, and asked that it be corrected from Larson to Larsen.  
Commissioner Hall made a motion to approve the minutes of the March 22nd meeting as submitted with a correction to change 
the spelling of Shawn Larsen’s last name from Larson, to Larsen.  Commissioner Jacobson seconded the motion and all voted in 
favor.  
 
Chairman Bommersbach gave a report on attending the Incinerator Committee meeting along with Commissioner Gunderson and 
Garry Johanson, Environmental Services Officer, and encouraged the other commissioners to attend one of these meetings to see 
the facility addition and the changes being made at the Fosston plant.   
 
At 9:30 a.m. Sarah Kjono, Director of Norman Mahnomen Public Health, presented the board with a Memorandum of Agreement 
between Mayville State University and Norman Mahnomen Public Health to provide a clinical experience for students of nursing  
enrolled at the University.  After some discussion, Commissioner Jacobson made a motion to approve the Memorandum of 
Agreement between Mayville State University and Norman Mahnomen Public Health.  Commissioner Redland seconded the 
motion and all voted in favor.  Chairman Bommersbach signed the agreement.   
 
The next item on Ms. Kjono’s agenda was the School Nurse contracts which are approved on a yearly basis.  At this time she is still 
in the process of finalizing contracts with Ada-Borup, Norman County West and Norman County East.  Sarah did have a finalized 
contract for the Mahnomen School District at a rate of $11,250 for 225 hours contracted for the 2018-19 school year.  After some 
discussion, Commissioner Redland made a motion to approve the school contract with Mahnomen Public Schools, ISD 432, in the 
amount of $11,250 for 225 hours for the 2018-2019 school year.  Commissioner Gunderson seconded the motion and all voted in 
favor.   
 
Sarah then brought forward that National Public Health Week is this week, April 2-8.  Sarah stated that last year they had hosted 
an open house, but felt it would not work this week.  She did state that they would be in attendance at the Norman County East 
Health Fair on Wednesday in celebration of National Public Health Week.  Sarah also noted that they have finished their annual 
reporting to the National and State Offices, and mentioned that their Women, Infants & Children (WIC) caseload has increased by 
27%.  She also noted that their car seat program has increased and Sarah felt some of this was due to their outreach through 
social media.  Ms. Kjono also noted that they have applied for an additional car seat grant through Toyota, which they are still 
waiting to hear if they will receive the grant.   
 
After a short break at 9:55 a.m., Jerilyn Swenson, County Engineer, presented her agenda beginning at 10:05 a.m.  
Ms. Swenson’s maintenance update began by stating that prior to the cooler temperatures we experienced the prior week, gravel 
roads throughout the county were in tough shape.  With the drop in temperatures, highway department staff have been able to 
blade roads and they have improved considerably.   Jerilyn also stated that the county is currently soliciting quotes for the 2018 
weed/brush spraying programs.  Bids are to be received by Friday, April 20th, at 4:00 p.m.   Jerilyn also updated the board on the 
fact that the high pressure pump on the 2008 Ford F550 sign truck failed and the failure caused the entire fuel system to become 
contaminated.  The estimate to repair is between $11,000 and $12,000.   
 
Ms. Swenson then gave an engineering update stating that paving and sign replacement projects are currently being advertised.  
Bid opening is scheduled for Tuesday, April 17th, at 1:00 p.m.  Jerilyn also noted that staff continues to work through CSAH 3 
reconstruction project and the CSAH 36 culvert replacement project.  Ms. Swenson also noted that she and Jim Ramstad had met 
with the City of Shelly representatives last week and discussed the overhead utility relocation.  The city will be submitting a 
revised, more detailed cost estimate in the upcoming weeks.  Jerilyn also stated that the city had expressed concerns regarding 
the McKinley Ave/CSAH 48 railroad crossing, noting the crossing has timber ties that are badly damaged.  Since the county is 
currently working with the railroad for the CSAH 3 crossing, she will in addition, discuss the McKinley Avenue crossing with the 
railroad.   
 
Jerilyn also noted that the materials have been delivered for the Ada to Polk County line trail and that the contractor anticipates 
beginning work, if weather allows, late this week or early next week.   
 
Chairman Bommersbach then asked if all commissioners had the opportunity to review the bills as presented.  Commissioner 
Redland made a motion to approve the bills as presented: 
 
Road & Bridge - $11,196.46  Revenue - $28,679.45  Public Health - $6,133.48   
 
County Homes - $60.00   TOTAL - $46,069.39 
 
Commissioner Gunderson seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   
 
Moments after the bills had been approved, staff from the Auditor-Treasurer’s Office entered the meeting to request that a 
change be made to one of the vouchers.  A/T Hanson explained the issue of making an adjustment to the invoice for Northstar, 
removing the $16.99 shipping charge per request received by Kari Aanenson, Recorder, in an e-mail this day.  Commissioner Hall 



made a motion to make the adjustment to the Northstar billing to exclude the shipping charge.  Commissioner Redland seconded 
the motion and all voted in favor.   
 
At 10:30 a.m. David Stene and John Rosenberger entered the meeting to present information on purchasing an additional switch 
for increased capacity for computer services.  Discussion was held on whether the county wanted to proceed with purchase of a 
new switch, a Cisco Small Business switch at a cost of $2,625.65 or a refurbished Cisco Catalyst switch at a price of $1,470.58, both 
switches being 2 x 10 Gigabit SFP, and rack mountable.  Commissioner Jacobson made a motion to go forward with the 
refurbished Cisco Analyst 2960S for $1,470.58.  Commissioner Hall seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   
 
At 10:40 a.m. A/T Hanson addressed the board with her proposal of purchasing 12 DS200 precinct tabulators to replace the aging 
M100 election equipment.  Donna stated that this would keep all the precincts within the county on the same ballot style thereby 
alleviating any extra charges for dual layout to ensure proper rotation of names, etc.  This will not afford the county the high 
speed central count tabulator she had originally proposed purchasing with the grant dollars received, but it will update equipment 
and speed up the manual counting process a little bit.  A/T Hanson also proposed MnCCC membership in the Finance and General 
Government Group in order to be able to purchase from the MnCCC contract pricing through ES&S rather than purchasing from 
the State Contract pricing from ES&S, stating that the membership would be $1125.  This would save us $690 over the State 
Contract after paying for the membership which will afford the county additional opportunities in the future.  After some further 
discussion, Commissioner Gunderson made a motion to allow Donna to purchase 12 DS200 precinct tabulators along with the 
MnCCC membership in order to purchase through the MnCCC contract.  Commissioner Hall seconded the motion and all voted in 
favor.   
 
At 11:00 a.m. Commissioner Jacobson made a motion to close the regular board meeting in order to open the public hearing as 
advertised for establishing an economic development authority.  Commissioner Hall seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   
 
Commissioner Redland made a motion to open the public hearing to consider the creation of an Economic Development 
Authority.  Commissioner Hall seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   
 
County Attorney, James Brue, addressed those present for the public hearing, stating the timeline that had been followed from 
the original letters sent out July 27, 2017, providing notice to all local government units and development agencies within the 
county pursuant to Minn Statute 469.1082, Subd2., to the committee created to explore and recommend options on September 
21, 2017, to the committee report issued on February 7, 2018, and then the holding of the public hearing today.  James explained 
that a 7 member board would be appointed by the County Board of Commissioners, one member from the County Board of 
Commissioners and six members shall be citizens of Norman County.  Initially those appointed shall be appointed for terms of one, 
two, three, four, and five years respectively and two members for six years.  Thereafter, all members shall be appointed for six 
year terms.   
 
Additional discussion and comments ensued and at 11:10 a.m. Commissioner Jacobson made a motion to close the public hearing 
as there were no additional comments or concerns.  Commissioner Redland seconded the motion and it carried unanimously.   
 
At 11:11 a.m. Commissioner Hall made a motion to open the regular board meeting.  Commissioner Gunderson seconded the 
motion and all voted in favor.   
 
Commissioner Hall made a motion to approve CR 04-03-2018-1, an Enabling Resolution Establishing an Economic Development 
Authority.  Commissioner Jacobson seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   
 
Commissioner Redland made a motion to approve the six members as recommended by the exploratory committee to serve on 
the EDA board.  Those members to consist of John Hintz and James Leiman of Ada, Jessica Spaeth of Halstad, Curt Johannsen of 
Hendrum, Mark Askelson of Twin Valley and Karie Kirschbaum of Gary.  Commissioner Hall seconded the motion and all voted in 
favor.   
 
Commissioner Jacobson then made a motion to nominate Commissioner LeeAnn Hall to serve on the EDA Board.  Commissioner 
Redland seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   
 
Seeing there was nothing more before the board at this time until 1:00 p.m. to discuss labor issues, Chairman Bommersbach 
adjourned the meeting for lunch at 11:18 a.m.  
 
Chairman Bommersbach reconvened the meeting at 1:00 p.m. 
 
At 1:05 p.m. Commissioner Redland made a motion to close the meeting pursuant to M.S. 13D.05 Subd 1(d) & Subd. 3(b) attorney-
client privilege and M.S. 13D.03, Subd.1(b) labor negotiations strategy.  Commissioner Hall seconded the motion and all voted in 
favor.   
 
At 2:15 p.m. Commissioner Redland made a motion to close the closed session and reopen the general session of the board.  
Commissioner Gunderson seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   
 
At 2:18 pm. Commissioner Gunderson made a motion to adjourn the board meeting.  Commissioner Redland seconded the 
motion and all voted in favor.  Chairman Bommersbach adjourned the meeting at 2:18 p.m.  
 
 
 
 
                                                                                           
Steve Bommersbach, Chairman    Donna J. Hanson, Auditor-Treasurer     


